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WHEREAS, this day is dedicated to raising awareness of those affected by family abduction. 

These abductions have a devastating impact, causing deep emotional and psychological trauma not only 
to the abducted child but also to the left-behind parent and extended family. Such events often disrupt 
family stability and trust, with far-reaching effects on the broader community; and 

WHEREAS, May serves as a pivotal time to combat family abductions, reunite missing children 
with their families, and recognize those dedicated to protecting society's most vulnerable. This month 
offers an opportunity to raise awareness, support affected families, and strengthen community efforts to 
prevent future abductions; and 

WHEREAS, a family abduction occurs when a child is taken, wrongfully retained, or concealed by 
a parent or other family member, denying another individual their right to custody or visitation, even in 
cases with unclear or absent court orders. Such abductions are often driven by the perpetrator's 
frustration with the left-behind parent, the legal system, or personal circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Margate is committed to remaining vigilant and informed about the dangers 
facing children in our community, recognizing that family abduction is a serious crime in all states, not 
merely a civil matter; and 

WHEREAS, courts have determined that law enforcement must ensure children are with their 
lawful custodians and verify the validity of any court orders, as failure to establish necessary training and 
policies poses a threat to public safety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Arlene R. Schwartz, Mayor of the City of Margate, do hereby proclaim 
May 25, 2025, as 

FAMILY ABDUCTION AWARENESS DAY 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the official seal of the City of Margate to be 

affixed this 21 st day of May 2025. 
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