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Margate is Working 
Together to “Make it 
Great” 
• Margate recycles about 3,600 tons 

per year!

• As of October 2019 (43 samples) the 
YTD contamination rate is 46.8%

• Can Margate do better?  Yes .  

• Almost 1 of every 2 items in 
Margate’s recycling containers is 
garbage.



Contamination = 
Garbage
Margate residents are 
well-intentioned and 
conscientious.

But many do not know 
how to recycle right!  
Instead, residents tend 
to “wish-cycle”. 



Examples of Contamination in Margate Containers



Margate’s 
“Back to 
Basics” 
Recycling  /  
Simple 
Message



How To Get Out the 
“Recycle Right” Message

• Targeted messaging / Citywide survey

• A survey will reveal the recycling “know 
how” of Margate’s residents and break it 
down by community.

• Target the message of “getting back to 
basics” and “recycling the right things.”

• Increase Margate’s Aggressive Social Media 
Campaign

• Consistent, simple messaging.

• Easy to find information on front page.

• Use WM’s resources! 

• (i.e. @green_broward, RORR.com). 



Using WM’s 
“Personal Touch”

• Presentations to HOA’s 
throughout the City.

• Educating Margate’s school 
children.

• Public outreach at several of 
Margate’s community events.

• Regular updates to the City 
Commission and Community 
Boards.



What are Other Cities Doing?
• City of Coral Springs (Similar 

to Margate’s Waste Wizard)
• City of Deerfield Beach



Enforcement 
Efforts for Proper 

Recycling

Some cities are 
tagging 
contaminated 
containers so 
that they are 
not collected.



Enforcement Efforts 
(Cont.)

• Other cities, such as the City of 
Tampa, are strictly enforcing their no 
contamination rules:

• “3 Chances Program” 

• Residents are notified of violations.

• After the 3rd violation, the recycling 
container is removed and the 
resident is suspended from the 
recycling program.

• Resident is then required to 
complete recycling education 
offered by the City.



Options and Recommendations for the 
City to Consider:

• 1.  Targeted, simple messaging.

• 2.  Aggressive social media education 
campaign.

• 3.  Education through community 
outreach.

• 4.  Enforcement efforts to minimize 
and/or eliminate contamination.

Recommendation:

A combination of education AND 
enforcement initiatives to minimize 
contamination and promote a sustainable 
recycling program in the City of Margate.  



Thank You!


